Another View: It's the newspaper's job to investigate tax reform claims 
Elected officials have not been held accountable for the failure of their policies. 
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The Portland Press Herald has once again shown why circulation for daily newspapers in Maine continues to drop.

In years past, newspapers earned their keep by investigating, digging deep and finding out the real truth. It seems the Press Herald feels that kind of work is no longer necessary.

The editorial of Sept. 15, ("Tax reform foes taking wrong road for their cause"), is a great example of this new attitude. In reference to the two sides of the tax reform debate, the editor writes, "... their people's veto campaign just leaves unanswered the question of who's right."

Just who does the editor expect to uncover the truth and show "who's right" if not the newspaper?

He asserts that the only way to see if tax reform will work or not is to let it become law and then the party who was on the right side would win in the next election.

Obviously, this editor is new to Maine. Either that, or he hasn't been paying attention to the last 40 years of experimental public policy in Maine, including most recently Dirigo, LD 1 and school consolidation.

These laws and countless others in health care, taxation, welfare, business and labor laws have been dramatic failures, yet the proponents, with the help of the Press Herald, continue to hold all of the power in Augusta.

Newspapers need to return to their roots and get to work.

Investigate the claims of both sides, report an unbiased truth and stop being cheerleaders for the party in power.
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