From the Legislature: Survey Results
From Rep. Jon McKane

Thank you to everyone who took the time to answer my recent legislative survey and also for all of the comments, suggestions and questions I received with them..  Almost 400 surveys were returned.which is the best response I have received yet. This is a very good statistical sampling of constituents’ opinions on a variety of issues.

I chose to go with the most questions I could squeeze on the sheet with little extra information as opposed to a few questions with long explanations of the issues. Considering the literally thousands of bills that pass our desks every session, the more subjects I could cover, the better. 
A few of the questions were a bit confusing and some folks chose not to answer those that they did not understand or that they felt they needed a better explanation about.  I still believe that the end result was a relatively accurate reflection of people’s feelings.  Next time, however, I will put more information about each question on my web site and in the newspaper. 
Most of the questions came from the House staff and all were reviewed by the Clerk of the House to asure that they were not political. 

There were comments and suggestions about all 18 questions and also covering the full spectrum of political issues especially the condition of our roads, our high taxes, the cost of health insurance, our business environment, school consolidation, the state budget, bonds and many others. 
Once again, thank you for your input - it is important to know where you stand on the issues. 
1.
Should a portion of the sales tax charged on the sale of motor vehicles be dedicated to the Highway Fund?





Yes - 88%
    No - 12%

Dedicated highway fund revenues are flat but the costs associated with our roads and bridges are increasing.  More money needs to be directed towards our highways and this would do it.

2.
In order for persons to qualify for welfare, should a 30-day residency requirement be established?





Yes – 89%
    No – 11%


Many thought that 30 days wasn’t enough.

3.
Should Maine’s primary election be moved from June to September? 







Yes – 39%
    No – 61%

The idea behind this was to allow people to get to know the different primary opponents better before voting.

4.
Should same-day voter registration be repealed?





Yes – 38%
    No – 62%
5.
Would you purchase electricity generated from renewable sources even if the price was more?





Yes – 55%
    No – 45%
6.
Should Maine’s judicial nominees be required to have a minimum amount of courtroom experience in order to qualify for appointment to the bench?





Yes- 90%
    No – 10% 

7.
Do you believe the Maine Learning Results should include family life skills such as budgeting, food preparation, nutrition, and child care?





Yes – 75%
    No – 25%
8.
The Governor’s budget contains a proposal to   increase the tax on cigarettes from $2 to $3 per pack, which would generate $65 million per year in revenue.  Do you support this increase?




Yes – 72%
No – 28%
9.
Should the statute of limitations be removed in cases of sexual abuse of minors?





Yes – 68%
 No – 32%
10.
Should state employees who choose not to join the union lose their jobs if they fail to pay a service fee connected to contract negotiations done by the union operating on their behalf?





Yes – 24%
    No – 76%
11.
In order to be eligible for a Maine driver’s license or ID, should an applicant be required to provide proof of citizenship or other documentation that the applicant is a legal United States resident?





Yes – 86%
    No – 14%
12.
Should Maine law change to allow the shipment of wine directly to consumers?





Yes – 61%
    No - 37%
13.
Should the school year be extended by ten days for a total of 185 instructional days?





Yes – 64%
    No – 36%
14.
Should college students be prohibited from voting in Maine if they are not residents of the state?





Yes – 76%
   No – 24%
15.
Should Maine continue to invest and experiment with Dirigo Health?





Yes – 48%
   No – 52%
16.
Should the “savings offset” tax currently applied to private health care insurance premiums to subsidize the Dirigo Health program be abolished?





Yes – 65%
    No – 35%
17.
Should Maine enact health insurance market reforms that have been successful in other states at stimulating competition between insurers?





Yes – 96%
    No – 4%

Overwhelmingly, people want to bring competition back to Maine’s health insurance industry. 

18.
Would you be in favor of amending the current term limit for legislators of four two-year terms to one of the following?





Yes – 62%
    No – 38%

Many other changes to term limits were suggested.  It looks like this issue may be coming back to the voters.


As always, I encourage you to send me your thoughts, ideas, questions and opinions.  You can contact me for more information on this or any other issue at 563-5427 or by email at Jon@JonMcKane.com
