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The Associated Press
People who fish within the 3-mile limit don’t have to have a federal license, a legislator says. 

he myth that all saltwater anglers must register with the federal government is being repeated over and over by the Maine Department of Marine Resources and other proponents of a Maine recreational saltwater fishing license.

Here is the truth: Not all recreational saltwater anglers must register with the federal government. Those who want a state saltwater fishing license repeat this myth because it makes their case look stronger. But make no mistake – it is not true.

Gordon Colvin, NOAA Fisheries Service, says "anglers from Maine who fish in the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone (3 to 200 miles from shore) or in state waters for anadromous species (striped bass, American shad, alewives, blueback herring, hickory shad, rainbow smelt) will be required to register with NOAA. ..."

What that means is that only a small percentage of saltwater anglers must register with the feds. The rest, anyone fishing within the 3-mile limit for mackerel, bluefish, flounder, cod, haddock, pollock, and just about everything else is exempt. Also exempt are anglers under 16, indigenous peoples, anglers who fish from a charter or guide boat and those who have commercial fishing licenses.

The federal government is also responsible for the implementation and enforcement of the registry.

What the Maine DMR is proposing in a state recreational saltwater fishing license is much more severe, much broader and would cost the Maine people much more money – about $3 million a year, to start.

And that, sadly, is what this proposed state license is all about.
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