From the Legislature
Wrong Turns and Bumpy Roads
Rep. Boyd Marley’s opinion piece on Maine roads in last weeks LCN would have been laughable had the joke not been on the Maine people.  His assertion that the deplorable condition of Maine roads is due only to the Republicans not going along with yet another borrowing scheme – one that both partys’ leadership rejected - does not pass the straight face test.
Republicans believe that good roads are a basic function of state government and that they are essential to a strong economy.  There is no excuse why Maine, with the highest taxed people in the country, can’t have beautiful, well maintained roads like our neighbor, New Hampshire that enjoys the lowest taxes in the country.  The reason we don’t is because roads have not been a priority for the current administration.  Had they been a priority, we would not need to borrow money to fix them.
This latest proposed scheme would have borrowed money for current road maintenance against future federal highway funding to this state. This is future funding that our children would need to maintain and build Maine roads and bridges – but we would be spending it now.  There is no question our roads and bridges are in terrible shape, but the solution is not to make our children pay for roads we need to fix. Leadership from both parties understood this and voted against the borrowing.  
Rep Marley and his Senate chair in the Transportation committee, who have both stood by while money was taken from the transportation fund year after year, need only to ask themselves why Maine’s roads are in the sorry shape they are in. Over the past 4 years, a net amount of over $60 million has been siphoned off of the transportation fund and moved into the “black hole” general fund to be used for social programs.   
The Transportation fund which is built from our ever-increasing gas taxes, registration fees and tolls, is constitutionally protected to be used only for roads and bridges, but through a series of legal and fiscal gymnastics, the Baldacci administration has been able to get at the money.
It takes a long time for the roads in Maine to get into the condition they are in now.  Likewise, it will take a long term commitment to make Maine’s roads and bridges a priority, not a short term, quick fix borrowing scheme to be paid back in the distant future.  We don’t have to borrow money to fix our roads.  We just need to use funds already designated as such for roads and bridges instead of for other “priorities.”

