To the Editor:

It appears the Portland Press Herald is fighting an all out jihad against any Dirigo Health non-believers in the hopes of saving their governor’s miserably failing program.  In the recent months we’ve seen pro-Dirigo editorials, including a full page Sunday Telegram editorial, numerous Meyers cartoons lauding Dirigo and denigrating Republicans and recently, Jim Brunelle’s insulting and ill-informed column.

Brunelle insinuates that by rejecting Dirigo, Republicans willfully hurt the people of Maine for political gain and that we have no better plan for health insurance reform.

How seriously wrong he is on both counts.  First, the Dirigo program is an expensive experiment by any objective measure.  But to pay for it by adding an assessment to what are some of the highest health insurance premiums in the country, to be paid by the highest taxed people in the country, is simply out of the question.  Call it what you will – Republicans will continue to fight this egregious new tax.  

The irony of Brunelles’s accusation is that the Democrats are obstinately sticking to their support of Dirigo despite its detrimental effect on health insurance premiums.

Second, Republicans have submitted dozens of bills in this year alone that would substantially reduce health insurance premiums in Maine without “un-insuring” anyone.  

It’s hard to believe that Brunelle hasn’t heard of any of these reform ideas, especially since many have been reported in this paper, albeit, never on the front page.  What is more alarming, however, is the Portland Press Herald’s blatant bias. 

