To the Editor:

The Bangor Daily News’s insulting editorial, November 9, Health Care Politics was, among other things, misguided, irresponsible and in bad taste.  To claim that the only reason Republicans don’t like the Dirigo Health program is because its success could help Governor Baldacci’s chances to a second term is beyond bias, it is hard-core political propaganda.

 

This Republican, unlike many who have tried to support it, has never been in favor of Dirigo.  Expanding state government’s role in health insurance has proven in the past to be unsuccessful.  It was our government’s implementation of “guarantee issue and “community rating” that has caused Maine to have some of the highest health insurance premiums in the country with 15% increases expected next year.

  

Dirigo has failed by anyone’s measure.   Even Trish Reilly, the programs figurehead, has said that Dirigo has not been very successful at insuring the uninsured - the program’s original goal.  There have been no real measurable savings attributable to Dirigo other than voluntary cutbacks in expenditures by hospitals which include needed repairs, equipment upgrades and workers’ raises.  These aren’t savings - these are delays in necessary investments.

 

If we could somehow transform Dirigo into a program that worked, that made a substantial dent in the number of Maine’s uninsured without making the state, its hospitals, insurers and businesses go broke, I would be all for it.  And I would give John Baldacci credit for it.  But I will not support this failing program just to placate the BDN.    

