Last Friday night I was fortunate enough to listen to Senator Susan Collins speak in Boothbay Harbor and afterwards answer questions from the group.  Her talk was centered around the need for integrity in politics and also on bi-partisanship and how it is difficult to accomplish much in Washington without involving “the other side of the aisle.” 
The audience learned of her work on lobbyist reform legislation and the necessity of repairing the public trust in government.  

Our Senator also spoke of last year’s Katrina disaster, the failure of leadership at all levels and how she and Democrat Senator Lieberman worked together to pass legislation to reform FEMA.

There was not one word in her speech disparaging Democrats. This was a true leader speaking - someone who understood people and politics, and someone who put her constituents and this country ahead of political expediency.
In stark contrast to Senator Collins’s honest, heart-felt, and humble speech was Congressman Tom Allen’s interview the following morning on a local radio station.  In his opinion, there were few problems faced by our state and our country that are not entirely the fault of Republicans and that could not be fixed by Democrats. Sadly, it was the usual partisan rhetoric with the usual digs, attacks and accusations.
Maine can be proud to have Senator Collins representing our state and thankful that she does not feel the need for negativity and partisan blaming.
